Location & Design Public Hearing

FHWA Job. 6931J32440102

Connect Conway

The Little Creek Trail & Plaza Trailhead

How do | become involved?

e Attend the public hearing to view project materials, speak to
project staff, and submit comments.

e Access the project website to view project materials and
submit comments.

Comment Period: November 17, 2025— December 22, 2025

In-person Hearing: December 4, 2025 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the
Conway City Hall

Your attendance and participation are greatly appreciated.

For more information, please visit www.conwayarkansas.gov, call
(501)450-6110 or email Felicia.Rogers@conwayarkansas.gov.
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Location & Design Public Hearing

Information

What is the purpose of this hearing?

This public hearing is to provide information about the project and its potential
impacts. Information has been included in this packet pertaining to the proposed
design, environmental impacts, and proposed right of way acquisition.

City staff are available to familiarize you with the proposed design and provide you
the opportunity to express your opinions. Additional information is available on the
City of Conway’s website (www.conwayarkansas.gov) by contacting the Mayor’s
office at (501) 450-6110, or emailing Felicia.Rogers@conwayarkansas.gov.

What is being proposed and what would it accomplish?

The City of Conway, in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), proposes to construct Connect Conway, a multi-use, non-motorized
recreational trail system primarily located within the neighborhoods of east
Conway, Arkansas. The purpose of the proposed project is to provide an important
link to Little Creek Trail network. As part of a system of multi-use trails and side
paths, it would provide a safe bicycle and pedestrian route from Conway Towne
Center, across Oak Street (AR 64) to the 6™ Street overpass at Interstate 40.
Additionally, the trail would allow network access to the Conway Commons
Shopping Center and develop a parklike setting adjacent to Little Creek. Proposed
plans for the trail include a trailhead with new parking spaces and an entry point
plaza.

« The Build Alternative for the Little Creek Trail & Plaza Trailhead is composed
of eight interconnected route segments that together create a continuous
north—south corridor. Beginning near the Conway Towne Centre, the trail
follows the Little Creek corridor southward, connecting neighborhoods and
parks before reaching the Conway Commons area. From there, the alignment
extends westward to the 6th Street Bridge crossing over Interstate 40,
providing a critical connection to the remainder of the Connect Conway trail
network located west of the interstate. This configuration ensures that the
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Little Creek Trail & Plaza Trailhead not only serves as a standalone facility but
also functions as a vital link in the larger citywide bicycle and pedestrian
system, enhancing access to schools, parks, shopping areas, and employment
centers across Conway.

+ Under the No Action Alternative, the multi-use trail and trailhead would not
be constructed. Existing gaps in pedestrian and bicycle connectivity would
remain, along with missed opportunities for enhanced public health,
community access, local business growth, job creation, and tourism. No
additional socio-economic benefits would be realized, and long-term regional
development opportunities tied to trail connectivity would remain
unrealized.

What has been completed on the project?

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approved the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the project on November 6, 2025. The EA described potential
social, cultural, and natural environmental impacts associated with the alternatives
and identified the Build Alternative as the project’s Preferred Alternative because
it meets the project’s purpose and need while minimizing impacts to the natural,
social, and cultural environments. The EA is available for review at the hearing and
on the City of Conway’s website.

What trail design considerations were included?

Different types of trail designs were considered for Little Creek Trail to fit naturally
into the surrounding neighborhoods and environments the trail would pass
through. These include on-street paths, off-street greenways, two-directional
protected bike lanes, and elevated boardwalks in sensitive areas.
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Impacts Associated with Both Alternatives:

Resource Category AAIIt?e‘:::t?:e Build Alternative
ENGINEERING
ROW Required 0 acres ~6 acres
Temporary Construction Easement 0 acres ~2.5 acres
Park & School Connections 0 7
Construction Cost SO ~$ 21 million
ROW Cost SO ~S 2 million
Engineering Design and Inspection S0 ~$ 2 million
Total Cost SO ~$ 25 million
NATURAL RESOURCES
Wetland impacts 0 acres 0 acres
Stream impacts 0 linear feet 30 linear feet
Suitable T&E Species Habitat Impact 0 acres 3 acres
RELOCATIONS |
Residential Tenants 0 0
Landlord Businesses 0 0
OTHER RESOURCES |
NHRP eligible No impacts No impacts
4(f)/6(f) impacts No impacts De minimis impacts
Land Use No new ROW ~6 acres new ROW
Floodplains No impacts -0.53 acres
Visual Quality Impacts None Fair - Good
Hazardous Materials Sites Impacted/Remediated 0 0

The initial step in the acquisition process is the property valuation. Once the
valuation is prepared, reviewed, and approved, a negotiator will contact the
property owner by mail or in person to begin the negotiation process. If
negotiations are successful, a Contract to Sell is executed and submitted for
payment. Once City of Conway personnel complete the title opinion and the deed
is prepared, a closing agent will be in touch to get the deed signed and deliver the
check. At this time, the state takes possession of the property.

For those cases where all efforts to negotiate are unsuccessful, the tract is
submitted to the City of Conway Legal Division to file condemnation. The appraisal
amount is deposited in the court and the landowner may withdraw the funds
placed on deposit without affecting their right to claim additional compensation.
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Typical Sections of Some Trail Typologies:
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What if my property would be affected by the project?

The City of Conway personnel will contact property owners affected by the project
when the environmental process is complete. These staff members may include
appraisers, negotiators, closing agents, and property managers.
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What if my business or home need to be relocated?

The relocation assistance program is intended to help offset expenses incurred by
those who are displaced by federal aid highway projects. This program provides
advisory assistance and payments to help offset those expenses.

No one can be required to move without at least 90 days advance written notice
and comparable replacement housing will be made available to all residential
displaces before project construction begins. The replacement housing must be fair
housing and offered to all affected persons regardless of race, color, religion, sex,
or national origin.

Relocation assistance, which is separate from the compensation a person receives
for real estate, comes in two basic forms — physical assistance and monetary
assistance. In order to be eligible for relocation assistance and compensation, a
person must be in occupancy at the initiation of negotiations for the property. The
type of relocation payments an individual is eligible for depends on whether they
are a property owner or renter.

Relocation assistance and payments will be provided until everyone has been
relocated from the project. Relocation assistance brochures explaining each
payment and eligibility requirement in detail are available at this hearing.

What happens after this hearing?

City of Conway will review the comments received from citizens, public officials,
and public agencies. If there are still no significant impacts identified with the
Preferred Alternative, City of Conway would then prepare a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) document for review by FHWA. The approval of the
FONSI by FHWA would identify the Selected Alternative and conclude the
environmental process. Then the project moves into final design, permitting &
construction, subject to compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local
requirements.

For more information, please visit www.conwayarkansas.gov, call (501) 450-6110
or email Felicia.Rogers@conwayarkansas.gov.



